Schedule of Meeting Times:

WKAC 1080 AM Sunday  7:30 AM “ : .
Speaker, Robert Emerson Set your mind on the things

Study Sunday 10:00 AM | @bove, not on the things that

Worship Sunday Morn  11:00 AM are on earth.” —Col 3:2
Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM
Singing every 2" Sunday evening
Study Wednesday 7:00 PM
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“Examine everything carefully...” —1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB

Preacher / bulletin editor: Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org
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Servants during July: Wednesday Lesson: Larry (1), Stanley

o
Songleader: Chandler (5), Stanley (12), (8), Kris (15), Stanley (22), Larry
Larry (19), David (26) (29)
Reading: Stanley Lawn Mowing (week starting):
Announcements: Marty Stanley (5), Robert (12), Larry
o

Table: Larry, Chandler, Mike, Robert (19), Kris (26)

ame-Droppin

Hays Mill church of Christ By Kenny Chumbley

21705 Hays Mill Road “Shadrach, = Meshach, and Thirteen times in nineteen

Elkmont, AL 35620 Abednego... Shadrach, Meshach, verses, three Hebrews, best known
and Abednego... Shadrach, to us by their Chaldean names, are
Meshach, and Abednego... mentioned. Offhand, | can’t recall
Shadrach, Meshach, and any other place in Scripture where
Abednego... Shadrach, Meshach, we have such a remarkable
and Abednego... Shadrach, repetition involving proper names.
Meshach, and Abednego... At the very least, | think the inspired
Shadrach, Meshach, and  writer wants us to remember the
Abednego... Shadrach, Meshach, names of Shadrach, Meshach, and
and Abednego... Shadrach,  Abednego.
Meshach, and Abednego... And why should we? Surely, the
Shadrach, Meshach, and  reason is indicated in Hebrews 11
Abednego... Shadrach, Meshach, where we read of those who
and Abednego... Shadrach,  quenched the violence of fire by
Meshach, and Abednego...  faith, Heb 11:34. We ought to
Shadrach, Meshach, and  remember Shadrach, Meshach, and

Abednego,” Dan 3:12-30. Abednego because the faith they



possessed was the
commodity.

Theirs wasn’t a conditional
bargain that offered to exchange
trust in God for deliverance from a
superheated furnace (which, by the
way, is mentioned or alluded to
fifteen times in Daniel 3). They
didn’t know if deliverance would
come—"If we are thrown into the
blazing furnace, the God we serve is
able to save us from it... but even if
he does not... we will not serve your
gods,” Heb 3:17-18—but they knew
what they would do.

And in this, they give us an
unforgettable glimpse into true
belief. Conditional faith isn’t faith at
all. “l believe in God because He
answered my prayer”; but what if
He had not answered your prayer?
“l believe in God because He gave
me a job”; but what if He had not
given you a job? What if you lost
your job, would you still believe?
Satan claimed Job’s faith was
conditional (“he only believes in you
because of how you’ve blessed him
— take away all his things and he’ll
curse you”). So in a single day Job
lost all his things but instead of
cursing he said, “The Lord gave, and
the Lord hath taken away; blessed
be the name of the Lord.” “The
problem,” countered the Accuser,
“is that the furnace isn't hot
enough. Take away his health and

genuine

he’ll curse you to your face.” So Job
lost his health, not to a lingering
cold, but to some hideous sickness.
But instead of cursing, Job’s
response was, “Though he slay me,
yet will | trust him.”

Real faith isn’t a quid pro quo,
something for something. It's a
conviction that says even
deliverance doesn’t come, I'll still
stand up for Jesus!

Is there reason for us believing
in the God revealed in the Bible?
And is there reason for continuing to
believe even when it seems God has
turned against us “without cause,”
Job 1:3? If the answer is yes (and it
is!), THEN LET US BELIEVE, even if it
kills us! False faith believes because
it’s beneficial; real faith believes
because it’s right.

Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego—these names forever
testify to the fact that true faith isn’t
believing in spite of evidence, but
obeying in spite of consequences.

I’ll close with how my friend Jim
McGuiggan concluded his
comments on Daniel 3—"The
promotion of the believers follows
[their  deliverance from the
furnace]. But it's not what
happened on earth that was of real
consequence; it was how they were
viewed in heaven. If heaven smiles,
then all is really well.” At the end of
Daniel 3, heaven was smiling. £

=

Do Not Neglect
Your Calling

By Jim Stauffer

Paul reminds us of our calling
and the need to remain true to it.
Eph. 4:1, “I therefore, the prisoner
in the Lord, beseech you to walk
worthily of the calling wherewith ye
were called.”

Summer time [has just hit our
calendars,] and vacations for many
brethren will take up a certain
segment of the next 3 months or so.
As we attempt to walk worthily of
our calling, it is imperative that our
service to God be the centerpiece of
our lives when on vacation, just as it
is when we are home.

It is true; no one will know the
difference when we fail to assemble
for worship in a place we are not
known. But, of course, God will,
Heb 4:13. He has called us out of
darkness into his marvelous light,
1 Pet 2:9.

If, indeed, we truly believe in the
one body, one Spirit, one hope, one
faith, and one baptism, we will
submit to the one Lord and one God
and Father of all whenever and
wherever we are. Our prayer is for
the safety and faithfulness of our
brethren this season. &7

~ Remember in Prayer «

Bernice is still in the hospital,
but is doing better; current plans
are to go back to rehab.

Buddy is feeling some better,
but tires easily. Pray for Betty also;
she has been feeling under the

weather at times, too.

Please continue to pray for Lois
Adams, Madelene Britnell,
Carolyn Dennis, Tim and Dot Hice,
and Polly McNatt... 2



